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a deputation to discuss the question ? Patient as
ever (he could afford to be), Wesley agreed, and
a satisfactory document was signed to pour balm
on the theological sore : but oddly enough, when
this healing paper is examined, it is seen to con-
tain nothing about election, but to deal entirely
with refutation of the doctrine of justification
by works ! The real battle took place outside.
Calvinists flew to the rescue, championed by the
Rev. Augustus Toplady, known to fame as the
author of " Rock of Ages," who, by pamphlet
after pamphlet of adept scurrility, of theological
Billingsgate, and accusations of bad faith, drew
from Wesley the retort that he did not bandy
words with chimney-sweeps, those notoriously
dirty persons. The controversy was, however,
raised to a dignified level by Fletcher, in his
Checks to Antinomianism, which remains the classic
on the subject. As far as Wesley was concerned,
the result was the utter severance from Lady
Huntingdon's Connexion, and the complete
washing of Wesleyan Methodism from the least
taint of the deadly doctrine of reprobation.

This attack, however, was from the outside and
so feeble that it could never have seriously injured
Methodism. Far more grave was the threat to
Wesley's domination which arose within the
society in i?79> in the form of restiveness among
the lay preachers. Charles was really at the
bottom of it. As he got older and less powerful
in the ministry, he became bitterly suspicious of